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	Press Release

	Meeting & EventBarometer 2009: Germany's Profile


Germany number one by a wide margin 


Frankfurt/Main, 26 May 2009. For German and European organisers Germany is number one Europewide as a meeting destination - far outpacing other EU member states. Asked to quote their favourite meeting destination, 36.7 per cent of organisers named Germany, Spain follows as number two with 11.5 per cent, Austria with 8.1 per cent in third place. This is a key result of the Meeting & EventBarometer 2009 - a survey of the meeting and event market in Germany - which was unveiled at IMEX trade fair today. For the third time already the European Association of Event Centres (EVVC), German National Tourist Board (GNTB) and the GCB German Convention Bureau commissioned the European Institute for the Meetings Industry to highlight the German meetings and events market.

Experts believe Germany's image will continue to improve
"Germany's image as a meeting and event destination is constantly improving" - say 82.3 per cent of the experts interviewed for the survey. Compared to the previous year's results it is obvious that Germany has not only clearly improved its image since 2007 - when this survey first explored the question by statistical means - but also maintained its excellent reputation on a constantly high level. In 2008 83 per cent of the interviewed experts agreed to this statement, up from 71.6 per cent in 2007. 

Again top marks for reachability, infrastructure and quality 

One of the important requirements of a successful business travel destination is the infrastructure, for which experts gave Germany an excellent average grade of 1.68 (1 = excellent, 3 = average, 5 = very poor). And the results for "reachability" by road, rail and air were even better than last year (2009: 1.51 / 2008: 1.63). Hotels, convention centres and event venues also received top marks for quality (2009: 1.86 / 2008: 1.82). The experts' rating of the "event-related infrastructure" - i.e. meeting facilities in general, room capacities, conference rooms, exhibition space and catering - was on par with the previous year's results with an average grade of 1.7. Good to excellent results for "soft factors" like security, tourist attractions, professionalism of the organisers, value for money and friendliness round off these ratings. On balance, as a meeting and event destination, Germany represents security and high standards while being an attractive tourist destination.

Bavaria and Berlin still most popular with organisers 
Like last year Bavaria is still the most popular non-city federal state for organisers, followed by North Rhine Westphalia, Hessen and Baden-Württemberg. While this order remained the same, Rhineland Palatinate climbed one spot to number five, and Lower Saxony made it to number six for the first time. 

The most popular metropolitan cities are still Berlin and Munich, followed by Frankfurt, which has climbed one place. Cologne (now number four) and Düsseldorf (number five) have also climbed one and two places respectively in the organisers' rankings. Dresden posted the greatest success: With its image the baroque city jumped three places to number seven. 

Among the regions the Black Forest made it to number one for the first time in the category of "highland regions", displacing the Bavarian Forest from the top position. Among the coastal regions the Baltic is still number one, while the most popular Alpine and pre-Alpine region is still that around the Lake of Constance just like in 2008. 
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