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	Statement Lutz P. Vogt, Managing Director of the GCB German Convention Bureau 

Press Conference Meeting & EventBarometer 2009 at IMEX trade fair
on 26 May 2009 

Germany's world-wide image as a meetings destination continues to improve



· Germany's image as a meeting and event destination is constantly improving - according to the opinion of 82.3 per cent of experts interviewed for the survey. In 2007 only 71.6 per cent of experts agreed to this statement. Hence, Germany's reputation has clearly improved over the past few years.

· For German and European organisers Germany remains the number one meetings destination - far outpacing other European countries. Reachability, infrastructure, quality of the meeting facilities and "soft factors" like security and tourist attractions are rated as exemplary by the experts. These are important requirements for mastering the current crisis only to emerge from it with new strength. 

· These excellent ratings are reflected by the figures: 318 million people attended 2.76 million events in Germany in 2008. This means that attendance has risen further over last year's figure despite the difficult economic situation and is more or less four times as large as the German population. While the economic crisis did not affect meetings and conventions in 2008, it has led to a decline in smaller seminars and further training courses.

· But the experts also saw the positive effects of the crisis: It will readjust the market, and the relationship between providers and organisers will gain a new dimension, with ROI (Return on Investment) rising in importance and creativity as well as quality becoming more coveted assets. On an international level Germany is again in an excellent position in all these fields. 
1
Deutsche Zentrale für Tourismus e.V.   Beethovenstraße 69   60325 Frankfurt am Main   
Telefon 069/974 64-262   Telefax 069/974 64-233   

Internet www.deutschland-tourismus.de   E-Mail presse@d-z-t.com
PAGE  
Media contact: C&C Contact & Creation, Judith Scondo and Dörte Walter, 
Paul-Ehrlich-Straße 27, 60596 Frankfurt, 
tel. +49(0)69-963668-89 / -47, fax +49(0)69-963668-23, 
j.scondo@cc-pr.com; d.walter@cc-pr.com; www.cc-pr.com

[image: image5.jpg]BB German Convention Bureau



