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	Statement Joachim König, President of the European Association of Event Centres (EVVC)

Press Conference Meeting & EventBarometer 2009 at IMEX trade fair
on 26 May 2009 

Event market: good results and excellent quality 




· Last year we could proudly say: "The meeting and event market is booming." This year we can proudly say: "The meeting and event market operated on a high level in 2008." In the tense economic situation which we have experienced since mid-2008, this is a very good piece of news.
· The business of event centres rests on two pillars: the first being meetings, i.e. above all seminars, meetings and conventions, which account for 55.2 per cent, and the second being special events with a share of 44.8 per cent, which are therefore also important sales drivers. 

· 21.5 per cent of the experts interviewed for the survey still expect the number of external events to continue rising - a positive signal for the industry. However, organiser budgets will normally be on the same or even a lower level - according to the experts' forecasts. This is where German providers have got to react. Firstly, they must maintain their excellent value for money and secondly they must provide new offers that are tailored to the individual needs of organisers.
· As for climate protection, I believe that Germany is on the right track. Already half of all providers offer free public transport tickets - a great service, I find. But there is still room for improvement. Together with the GCB and the entire meeting and event industry, the EVVC will do everything to ensure that sustainability becomes an integral factor of Germany as a meeting and event destination. A high-quality, green range of offerings is an important foundation for boosting demand in this sector.
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